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Johnson Believes Federal Supreme Court May BeBEST SPORT PAGE IN WASHINGTONLeague Stories Are Fakes Asked to Protect National

JOHNSON DOESN'T
BELIEVE RUMORS

. American League Boss Says That Jumping of Tinker and

Brown Has Yet to Be Proved to His Satisfaction Will

Do Nothing in Case of Sitpvall, Who Is Useless.

CHICAGO, Dec. 29 Ban Johnson, president of the American League,
and the mest powerful figure in baseball, intimated today that he still be-

lieves there is more fake than fact in the claims of the Federal League,
and that he has yet to b satisfied that Joe Tinker ar Mordecai Brown,
the two National Leaguers, hare signed contracts with the outlaws. How-

ever, the chief mosul of baseball is not worrying much over the state of
affairs facing his organization. He says that it will all-wor- k out right in
the end.

"Th American League will do noth-
ing with George Stovall." said "Ban
Johnson. "Ho had ended his usefulness
in St. Louis, and I see no reason for
rroingr into a fight for a useless player.
Tinker and Brown are not American
League players, and so we shall do
nothing with their cases.

QUITTING NAPLAND
SURE TO BE FELT

CLEVELAND, Ohio. Dec. 29. By giv-
ing up their franchise in this city, the
Federal leaguers are thought to have
lot slip a good thing and they will
find It a heavy blow before long. Tor-
onto cannot give the "support that
Cleveland might have. It Is admitted
that considerable money would be
ueeded for a successful fight against
the Naps, but the outlaws will need
barrels of money anyway, if they
are to succeed as a "third big league."

Last season the Federals had a dia-
mond at Luna Park. This, was too
far away from the center of the city
and the crowds were small. Tho team
was weak, too, and it was a great "s

when the Feds drew 500 spectator.
The unexpected success of the Naps,
also, hurt the outlaws.

As a matter of fact, the Federal
League must spend lots of money to
win in. its battle. The Chicago park
will not hold more than 3,000 fans.
At the rate of salary promised Joe
Tinker, the league will blow up in a
month. Then, too, the ordinary play-
ers not receiving fancy salaries are
sure to make a howl for raises. This,
ln addition to the demand for new

"stands and parks, will prove a tre-
mendous burden.

To have placed a competitor here
capable of winnlug the fans from the
Naps would cost Jl.000.000. In eight
cities it can readily bo seen that the
cost will be iri the neighborhood of
JS.000.000. If the outlaws have thismoney in their coffers, they have a
ihance to succeed. If they haven't,
tliey'are doomed to failure.

By choosing Toronto instead of
Cleveland they add several hundred

Wells

"Indeed. I have vet to have it Droved
to my satisfaction that Tinker and
Brown have Jumped to the Federal
League. We have heard this talk all
winter. If they have, it Is my opinion
that their contracts with the National
League should be strong enough to !.them before tho courts."

miles to their railroad jumps, making
schedules all the difficult.

Federal League Will

ProtectJts "Jumpers"
INDIANAPOLIS, Dec . "The Fed-

eral League is ill stand behind its play-
ers, and in any case where legal pro-
ceedings are taken money will be pro
vided for their defense," says J. Edward
Krause, a prominent backer of the local
Federal League club. ""We think that
the reserve clause in players' contracts
is invalid, and we also believe that we
can obtain such a decision from tiie
highest courts in the land."

Outlaws Are Seeking --

Ragon's Signature
OMAHA. Neb., Dec 29. That the

Federal League is angling for Don
Carlos Ragon, Dodger twlrler, was Ra-gon- 's

own statement today.
"The Feds have offered me a two-ye- ar

contract at a good salary,'' said
Bagon. "It's a better offer than the
Brooklyn elub has made me, and I may
accept."

T
May Give Chance.

CASTLE, Pa., Dec 3. If Bob saguer, the Havana baseball
Fitzsimmons sign articles sent him After making the best showing of his
bv a Willlamsport. Pa., boxlmr club.
Bob Handley, of this city, will meet him
in Willlamsport sometime next month.

SPEAKING OF SPORTS
By LOUIS A. DOUGHER.

The Empty Ball Yard.

Fitz

.InI aatil flip Mirronrful magnate.
Ami there was a 1cr In Ills r?r,ThoiiBh Cbristmax may cone an lilcsulnc to unir.It only compels me to nljsh.

I cazc on ray drnolalr ball jard
And bark to the ulndw an they Trail.

Deserted and lone In (be psrk ihnt od,And nobody hands me his kale.
yearn for thr old doablrlieadrrs

Vc had In the Summers cone l.Hoir welcome to me would the Chrlstniastide beIf It fell on the Fourth of Jnl.
Bombardier

hurdler

pv-- v

is a marvolcus sprinter. Now if he were only a

It is positively fool5sh for nob Fitztiinmons to think of climbing intoa ring.agaln. When a man reaches the ase of fifty-on- e. as he lias, the old '

nap is not his bones. no longer the things he thinks , the intercollegiate Assoc!
is but his and Jack London has i track games

explained this admirably in one or his short stories, narrating the expori-euc- e
of a ring veteran fitting his last fight, how he aims his would-b- e

Bleep punch only to have his muscles fail him Fit.sinnnons in his day
could cleaned uy the whole prescnt-da- j collection of "white hopes,"
half of them in one night. Tlu now lie is fifty-on- e years old. I shall be
surprised if the New York authorities allow him to go on with his bout.

end1

more

Have you decided which oi those Yuletide presents you're going to
to somebody else for New Year?

Evidently George Chipulonis possesses the proper stuff of which cham-
pions are made. Until he put Frank Klaus to sleep a second time, I could
not believe it possible I have Knoyn Klaus and his manager, George
Kngle, for four years and, having seen the "Pittsburgh Bearcat" in action
half a dozen times, I could not bring myself to believe that nass
away so quickly, last spring I wiw him hammpr Jimmy Gardner so haid
that the third round liitln ,ui,,,-- ,

still little training his
done now you felt the you J,i
able that Chip could Klaus at any time now. There is this to be
said for Frank Klavp. While he was boxing, he met everybody. He did
not sit bark and mwiiiulc la Willie Ritchie. He was tlw boxing game
for his living. He boxed. Natural!, as resutl, he lias salted away quite
a sum of money and lie knows enough to retire on

Chip, recogui7"d as thp middleweight champion, twenty-fiv- e

old and has been hoxing since 1!0'J Kvn now room for im-
provement in his make-u- p. ho uses common sense and trains faithfully,
ho continue to his title for several years. is the

now in sight who has the .right kick to his punches. What he
lacks in cleverness he makes up strength.

is joy in the land because Garry Herrmann's deal for Joe Tinker
was upheld.' Herrmann is one of the shining lights of baseball. What
should now do in Cincinnati Is the whole bunch of stockholders.
The fans of Redland will far wise if they continue support a
clifb Kriiandlcd. If they do, they deserve no champions, no, not even first
division teams.

latest evid5-- e or tlw sanity of Gerry Hernnanu is his announce-
ment that he will allow nlayers present at tho meeting of the National
Commission, January 5, when the demands of the Baseball Players' Frater-
nity will ho considered. Tho public is interested in this matter and
not willingly accept 3ecrecy.

Baseball Is tho national game. If is to live and prosper, it must
he above board in every way. This not insinuutc that it in the

either, for it.nost certainly has. But here is an imbroglio directly af-
fecting the fans, the lads who pay the big salaries and erect the big
and steel stands. They want any official announcement of what went
on behind Jocked doors. They to kunw the. whole beginning
to end. If the plasers hrvp reason on thejr side, let win. If they
not, let Voxrcn lose. Hut by all means let fans in on the thing. And
fivtrr zrs will.
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MERITO ACOSTA S

STARRING

Manager Griffith Receives Word

From Massaguer Concern-

ing Midget Gardener.

Jlerito Acosta, the midget 'Cuban out-
fielder, is great game in
Havana, and Is already the licro of the
island, according to advices received to-

day by Manager Griffith from Jose Mas- -
NEW expert.

will

ha'c

1 life against the Broolslyn, Supcrtais, the
little fellow Is now hitting for .; in
the League gancs and his field-

ing is marvelous. Acosta is growing
rapidly and gaining strength every day.
He is hitting for extra bases now. some-
thing he could not do last summer. He
is hitting such pitchers as Parcda and
Mcndcz, two of the greatest twirlers on
the island.

Jacinto CaK'o has recovered the use
of his throwing arm and is playing with
the Almendares. He rites that he is
content to go to California and play
with Eos Angeles. Calo is boosting
his enmnatrint. Acosta. nnil krvh tlmt
he will his best to catch wltli him
in the big league.

"That kid will make somebody travel
next summer for a Job In the outfleld."

Manager Griffith today when he
read the letter from Havana. "He is

to be a great player some day."
t

Syracuse Again Asks
For Intercollegiates

StfllACrSE, Dec. :. Graduate Man-
ager Sted:na7l. of the Syracuse Univer-
sity A. A., said that another
effort will be m:ide this year to itnluco

in He can do he can.
His will there, not wind muscle and sinew. ,he bs college

nov

he

Tho

the

lation to hold
are

chedulPd for May 23 and .) at the local
university btaillum. The Salt City's
randidacy for the meet ha.s been turned
down every year sim-- the stad-
ium became a reality, but Stedman be-
lieves that this season the data's '.nay
be awarded to Syracuse.

The outdoor track schedule, wtil'-- h.is
bpen completed, follows: May 9, Colum-
bia at Syracuse; 16, Michigan at Ann
Arbar; Columbia will be niPl in a lelay
race at the A A. Febru-
ary 7, and a, Tnediey relay rare with
Carlisle is arranged for Syracusu
this winter.

Cy Seymour Climbs

Intn White Hnne flfaQc
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Boston games

being

r
K, Doc. 21. Larry

Glints erratic catrlior.
wam't t"i.ing friends that lie
could whip "Jack Jolniyon. Instead lie
was nursing a brult-M- l face, the rv.ult
of a Hash with C Seymour in a Hiir-l- m

b.u-- room. TliHt lie could whip
Johnson has been McLean's Inmst for
years.

The llarlcm brittle liappenod aftrr Jlr-I;- n
had knocked ilunn his theatilralmanager, w ho protested that Iirry

didn't give him Ills shaif of money
for a wwn h onKagment. Sey

mour took the nianjirei-- M nait and
Lain- - was glad to leave when friends
pried them ipait.

Long

today

Del Gainer Threatens
To Quit Baseball

DETROIT, Dec. 13. Del Gainer, Tiger
first baseman, threatens to quit baseball
for good.

In a letter fiom his home at Klklns.
W. Va.. Oalner say3 that ho is not at
all sure that he will be back in the
came next season, preferring to slay out
of the game and go into business.

To Go for Record.

I ITTSnriMW. i'p , Dec. "..-Se-

Pittsburgh Hwimmeis will nc pitted
fittiinst some of the best auuutlc ath-
letes !n the East on Jaiiiiai-- iti. when
the mifidlo Atlantic A. A. I", t, d

back Miokc championship is held s i

feature- - of tho annual Indoor meet of
the Pittsburgh Aquatic Club.

FEDERAL LEAGUE
FOR METROPOLIS

Outlaw President ComingEast to --Seek Location in Old Park

Formerly Used by Farrell's YankeesBrooklyn Club Will

Go Slow in Tinker Trouble.

NEW YORK, Pec. S3. The Feedral
League, it is believed, is about to break
into New York, and President James A.
Gilmore is on ills way here now to make
all arrangements for the placing of a
team at the old American Leaguo park,
on Broadway and 155th street. With the
metropolis in the line-u- p, some- other
Eastern city will have to be dropped.
I'ittsburg, Baltimore, Buffalo, and To-

ronto now form the Eastern wing of
the circuit.

The question of a location for the
outlaws is the principal setback to be
expeoted. It is known to those on tho
inside that tne old park or the Yankees
is available. A stand and bleachers
will be needed, pd that's all, the dia-
mond being In perfect condition. The
property is owned by the New York In-
stitution for the Deaf and Dumb, and
Frank Farrell's leave expired a year
ago, when he transferred his club to
the Folo Grounds.

Jess and Kd McMahon, w ho have been
mentioned as possible magnates in the
Federal League here, denied today that

Has he signed?

Has Joo Tinker really signed a Fed-
eral League contract? You will notico
that he remains silent through all the

rocking organzed baseball.
Perhaps, after he has seen tho direction
the cat Jumna, he will come forth with
a denial and the whole affair will blow
over. 1 want to hear from Tinker him-
self before 1 credit the Federal
Leaguers. They have been talking a lot
for months and never doing anything.

What will happen?

At any rate, hn signed and
does attempt to play with the outlaws,
the courts will have to decido tho power
of organized baseball over the players.
Theic will he an end to this constant
argument about the sacredncss of con-
tracts, etc. Some lawyer now claim
the are useless, and others that they
are strong as steel. It will be up to the
couit1 to decide.

To invade Gotham

If the Fe.toial inde Gjith-a-
tliev will he tempting Fate,. It is

practically impossible, to ovcrcomo the
strength of the National League rn tho
metiopolis. The American League has
hern fighting this condition for ten

ca:s without much success. If the out-
laws .o through with this move, they
will be undertaking a heavy burden-f- ar

heavier than any they now have.

Fear the Invaders.
-

Without attempting to Inml in any
wuj. the combination bv
llraokr.o. Wilding. Doust and Piitilop.
the Australians who will prepaio to
journC here for the Daia fup. pre-
sents something greatly to bo feared.
The quartet which was be.'iten here is
vast I v different when Anthonv Wilding
is put in the line-u- McLoughlln, Wil-
liams and compauv wi'l havn all they
arc looking for tor'defend this year un-
less the dope goes far afield.

Syracuse induces.

There is no reason wh SMacu.se
University should not obtain tho

field and track games.
The Salt City stadium Is one of the
finest in the country.
arc easily obtained than In other
cities, as the big bowl is within easy
access from tho city proper. In addi-
tion the Western eollcgcs will savo
a night's Journey. Uy all meads give
Syracuse a chance at the bl games.

Ouimet an amateur

There has never been an.- question its'
to the amateur status of Francis Oui-
met as far na this countfy Is concerned.
Th- linn of tall; reported to have count
from Etmland questioning the status
of the national champion it ubout In
keeping with the reported changes ask- -

they were considering the proposition.
Both are friendly with Frank Farrcll
and Johnny McGraw, and claim that
friendship would keep them from jump-in- ?

into the opposition. However, they
admit that the outlaws have been look- -
lnp with longing eyes on the metropolis.

.

will

New

mf" Tsul&blo open'ngthem " Cross Country Club and the Milton
CaThSnBr,WynbcfnbPm I 'waiting a S bSSwhile before taklmr their troubles to fl-- .
couit. Just before the major league' w,X?i.Lih? S 1? .fcXiS,
season the come to a
l.no.i ,i c.... i. i . . tho Carroll Institute runners would
s&h Tinker to a contract. Thcformer ten1 l lndIcate thcy "W PrinK

in Ilcdland lias to reply to " .,"a letter from President con- - Hea'y Lynch,
cernins his 3alary

"If Tinker really signed," says
Vice President Kdward J. McKeever, of
the llrooklyn club, "he shows base In
gratitude. We made a fair salary

bo

by

Kgan Henry
offer in a week which he ctiie "ho on the Milton TJni-- at

liberty to make public. He jnado squad, the winged Cs
unpopular In with the be

fans, I regret It. As as we are Th.e university team a
sure that has signed a with S,00'1 S" to. be wlth;

federal wo shall Instruct Henry Egan Geller. Joseph
our J. York, to apply ic'P. axiiion K. liraman, and iiartin J.
to the courts a I

u- - in
injunction. Then tho whole affair may
we in mree or iour years. '

BOB THAYER'S GOSSIP
IS A BOOST."

In-
tercollegiate

Acrcmmodutious
more

I ol for in the tennis rules this vrorcat Britain is apparently,to grease the w'ays for a clean-u- n insports a chanco to sweep clean.

Costello's Stars
From Vigilants' Team

Harry All-St- ar football
team b5 today with
the culy gamo of the season from the
Vigilants, the latter team golnsr down
by 6 to 7. The went across
tho for a touchdown In the Hr3t
quarter, but failed to kick gbal. Thisadvantage was maintained until butfive left to play, atwhich time Costollo shot a

to Carroll, took tllo ball over
lor a touchdown. kicked coal.

Cincinnati Club

Keep Money Tinker

Dec. M.-- So matter
what to Joe Tinker, the Cln
cinnati club Intends to keep the $15,0W
paid by for him. At any rate,
that's what Gnrry bald todav.

"Wc are with the whole af
fair," says Garry, "araJ it is up to

to sign up Tinkn. Wo wash
our hands of the must
sign J inker or get slung Tor $13,000.

Stanford ninth annual
tr.'ek field meet

lc 1 eld April il, Imitations have
been to tho principals of all the
rreparatory schools In California, Ari-7on- a,

I'tah. Ore-
gon, and Idaho to enter athletes In the
largest track Held
meet held on tho Pacific Coast.

J

THREETEAMSTO

COMPETE IN RACE

Carroll Institute Runners May

Spring Surprise, in Cham-

pionship Event.

Three teams have entered the South
Atlantic Association's annual champion
ship race which decided In .Bal-
timore over tho Watbroolc Club

course Tear Tay. The
Carroll Institute five, of Washington;

""thc& veE"fr ??L:
opens matter willi,,..

lnat
manager yet

Ebbets ,?, Mike and

has

him

Williams in the going, tbe Pros
pect for a team for Carroll In-
stitute is brilliant. The Cross
Club team miss the services of

Geller, and
writing ago, Is wln

has v?rslty and
himself Brooklyn chances, therefore, will somewhat

and soon 1ccd-- has
he contract J?, the J,"","1"?;

the League, Elphinstone,
attorney. Bernard

Federal for permanent IcDonagh condition.
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through
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VnieisltyN
interscholastic and will

1314.

sent

Nevada, Washington.

lntei'schoh.stic and
ever

Athletic
seven-mi- le

P?8.0.,6

--,;l.h
demands. winning

Country
will

Elphinstone,

The competition for the individual
title would seem to lie between Egan
Geller, Johnny Bolao, Bobble Williams,'
hud Henry C. Elphinstone. It is a ques-
tion of stamina, as the seven-mi- le course
is a very trying one. Last year Johnny
Gallagher. Georgetown University, made
the excellent re:ord of 54:52 2-- 5. Satur-
day. Elphinstone. in a practice romp.
negotiated the course In 5S minutes, so
that Gallaghers record will probably go
when the race is won this year. The
ocurse, whether it rains or shines, will
be in good condition, as it is so well
dualised.

Washington Colleges on

Vremont Team Dates
BL'ULINGTON, Vt.. Dec. 2?. The

athletic council of the University of
Vermont announced today tho longest
baseball schedule it has ever issued.
Thirty-tw- o games arc provided for be-- q

tween 3iarcn a anu June sj. ueorge
"Winters, the former Boston American
League pitcher, now coaching Vermont,
said that, with an abundance of prom-
ising veteran material on hand, the out-
look for tho coming season was very
encouraging.

Nino games will be played on the
spring training trip to North Carolina,
Virginia, and Washington.

Zbyzsko Is Coming.

NEW YORK. Dec. 20. Zbyssko. Polish,
wrestler, has cabled promoters hero
that he will sail from Europe in tlmo
to competo In tho wrestling tournament
to bo held at Madison Square Garden,
January 14.

BIG
REDUCTIONS

ON ENTIRE
LINE OF

Electrical Novelties
Athletic Supplies
Sporting Goods

Fire Arms
Roller Skates

Boxing Gloves
Hunting Clothes

Flashlights
Safety Razors

424 9th St. N. W.

, - ... l- - --n.r jjggr,

OLD LEAGUE WILL
GUARD INTERESTS

.
John K. Tener Says His Organization Will Not Hesitate to

Carry Grievances to United Statw Supreme Court for

Settlement of Troubles' Over Joe Tinker.

HARRISBURG, Pa., Dec 20. "The National League will protect its
Interests," says Governor Tener, president oi the National League, upon,
being questioned concerning hactioir Jn tho cases of Joe Tinker' and
Mordecai Hrown, who are said to have signed with the Federal League. "I
have every .belief that our contracts are strong enough to hold in the "

Federal courts and we shalV not hesitate to pursue our rights before
the law."

Governor Tener is keeping In close
touch with the situation, and, If nec-
essary, is ready to go to Now York at
once to aid In clearing vthc mix-u- p. Bo
is gratified to know that the Brooklyn
club will take their case to the Federalcourt, going to the United States Su-
preme Court if necessary. .

The present form of contract in use

NO BLACKLISTING
OF THE JUMPERS

CINCINNATI, While are' down. Thero wiilStill tmwllllnr tn believe that Jnn TfnVftr
and Mordecai Brown have signed con-
tracts with the Federal League, Garry
Herrmann, president of the local Na-
tional League club, and chairman of
the National Commission, nn that
they have, they will not.be blacklisted,
though organized baseball will, be done
wth them forever. Meanwhile, while
their cases are going' through thecourts, an Injunction will keep them
from playings for months.

"Each club will enjoin any of the play-
ers who Jump contracts or reserva-
tions," says Herrman. "This will take
their cases into the courts and force
the players to remain Idle until deds- -

at

in

it

In the National League was drafted
by John Toole, who was legal
adviser to Thomas J. Lynch in the
flght against Horace Foget It bc--

lleved to bo strong enough for pur-
poses, but organized baseball men pre-
fer to keep it out of court as" long- a
possible, as an adverse .decision willmean the end of baseball.

Ohio, Dec. a. Ions handed b

If

no blacklist, but any" players who is- -

nore organised baseball to the extent
tlons will remain forever outside tafence. They will never be-- employedagain on the fields 'of organized ball.K they choose the Federal or any otherleague it win be with, their eyes opea.
and they win have only to
blame If they are forced to accept
minor league salaries for the rest
their careers."

The J15.090 check from the Brooklyn
club rests In the safe of tha Cincinnati
club, the responsibility signing
Tinker resting with the Brooklyn club.
Herrmann says he knows that Browa
has signed, and thinks Tinker tea
sensible to do so.

BINGLES AND BUNTS
By GKANTLAND RICE.

Never Again.

'Tie year 'I sware mtt Crtaklas;
I Merer sfcsH fscseti '

T kear tke glass m cUaklas- -

Recalls tke kmr7(1i
For taea, watH r tra off

Tke staff I aclaoa. dtuk;- Bat aftec X ka4 mnn ff
I cammed 1 tke taak.

fKe-- 7eta I awre, off nnUicTVkea'Z recall tke aeeae
My aaontk, keyeaa alt Joklac

Seeats fan of Bieotlaet
Betorei eaek day I merer

Baiekea aver tkree tbaea then.
Bat wkea. I "alt, forever" ,

My llmilt treat t tea.
'Tke year I swore off voker

I stOI reeaU It Weill ,
Ofo arare, swore I, "tke Joker.

Xo Mre tke Jack pot's spell.
Before IVLalayea at rmndosi.

Bat after I ka "salt"
I drove tke llaUt taaaem ,

Aad dally fed tke "kit.",
Tke moral of tkla little aafel I sraesa you're tipped before
I've found that I eamaot kfford to swear off amy Won.

Kins Cole announces that he intends to work for Chance this season.
King is considerable pitcher, hut nothing wonderful as an original prophet.
They either work for Chance or they exceed the speed limit In moving
swiftly to another spot N

"After all," questions an exchange, "is a manager a vital factor in a
ball club's success? Isn't it due to the ability or inability or the players
themselves"'" There were at least one or two clubs with as good material
as McGraw had last summer In the L. But they didnt win. And both,
Brooklyn and St. Louis hadihetter material by 25 per cent than George.
Stallings. But Stallings beat both clubs out. Stallings had the poorest ma-
terial in his circuit nnd finished fifth which is one answer at least.

There was sufficient natural material on the Pirate line-u- p last season
to have raised the well-kno- Dickens. But too much of it lacked am-
bition,' and through no particular fault of Fred Clarke's a club that gald
have been a championship contender was content to pike along in the old
groove without attemptipg to fight its way ont.

I

We'll never forget the case of that Detroit club of 190S and 1907.
1906, under BUI Armour, it drifted along detached from the old Pep and
finished about sixth. Next season, under Jennings, it suddenly woke ufl
and almost without a change in tho line-u- p breezed home to a pennant.

Here Is some saccharin o news for American League batsmen if "Walter?
Johnson lasts as long as Eddie Plank or has the same stuff at Plank's aga
that Eddie now carries, the Senatorial fusillade has only fifteen years tq
travel under tho Big Tent.

,

Ifs as standard as a gold
dollar. Always abso
lutely uniform in the
quality of its ripe, mel-
low, high grade tobacco
and perfect workman-shi- p.

All attempts imitat-
ing this wonderful ciga-
rette- have ended
failure. Whole coupon
in eacn package.
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